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Heroes are formed by struggle. It's very rare for the spoiled to grow into great men.
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The highest excellence is like that of water. The excellence

of water appears in its benefiting all things, and in its occupying,
without striving to the contrary, the low place which all men
dislike. Hence it follows the laws of nature.

The excellence of a residence is in the suitability of the place;
that of the mind is in abysmal stillness; that of associations is in
their being with the virtuous; that of government is in its securing
good order; that of the conduct of affairs is in its ability; and

that of the initiation of any movement is in its timeliness.

And when one with the highest excellence does not wrangle about
his low position, no one finds fault with him.

--Lao Tzu
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"Staying with an emperor is like staying with a tiger." This is an old Chinese saying. Even though the People's Republic of China was founded
by communists, in the 1960s those communist generals and party leaders were purged by Mao Zedong. However, every rule has its exception:
here is one.

General Zhang Zhen was born in Pingjiang in 1914. He 1s 96 vears old and retired in 2005. Most of the time he lives in Beijing, but he visits
Pingjing sometimes. He was the Vice Chairman of the Military Commission of China who became a five-star general in the Army in 1988. On
20th July, 2009, his third son, Zhang Haiyang, also became a five-star general.

Zhang, whose father was a coppersmith, came from a poor family. In 1926, the 12-year-old Zhang left school to join the Communist Youth Party
in Pingjiang and became the Vice Captain. He joined the Red Army and fought against the Kuomintang Government during the Pingjiang
Uprising in 1928. Later, he worked for General Peng as a publicity agent. After the Long March when the red army arrived in Yan'an in 1935,
Zhang was the chief of staff.

On 27th April, 1949, Mao Zedong charged the communist army with the containment of the Kuomintang forces in Shanghai. Chiang Kai-Shek
escaped from Shanghai but asked his military officer to hold the lost ground. Zhang and another general figured out three preliminary plans to
capture Shanghai, and reported to Mao. Mao agreed with Zhang and the battle lasted for 16 days before Shanghai was captured.

After 1949, Zhang worked in the army as a director of a military academy. He stayed away from power, which is why he survived from Cultural
Revolution. On 20th October, 1992, a big meeting was held in Beijing and Deng Xiao Ping presided over the meeting. When he walked by
Zhang, he stopped and asked about Zhang's health. Zhang said he was already 78 years old, and it was time for him to retire. Deng smiled and
said, "You're ten years younger than me, so you can still work for at least another ten years." At the meeting, Deng appointed him as the Vice
Chairman of the Military Commaission.

Later, he worked for Jiang Zemin for ten years. He wrote down a note on his office table which says, "Do practical work. No empty talk. Never
step out of your range of power and cover your backside.”
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As the sun maintains its strength through motion, a man should constantly strive for self-perfection.
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When you look up and see the ceiling in your apartment in Shenzhen, or in your house in Europe or in the United States, the plasterboard

might be made in this guy's factories. His name is Mao Weiping and he is one of Shenzhen's top ten businessmen. But you may not realize

that he is disabled.

Mao was born in Pingjiang in 1964, and his grandfather was one of the communist leaders who was sold out by a traitor and killed by the

Kuomintang government. In 1984

, Mao worked in a factory making dried noodles. His right hand was hurt by the revolving dough-

kneading machine and his four fingers and half of his palm were cut off, leaving behind only his thumb.




It was really a hard time for him when he first tried to work with his left hand. He wrote and washed his clothes with his left hand
and optimism helped him get over the hard days. He worked at the county government for several years, but he did not like that
way of life. In 1992, Mao went to Shenzhen and met one of his friends who was a sales manager of plasterboards. Mao helped to
sell those plasterboards and learned a lot of new technology of making plasterboards.

The next year, Mao started his own business on a shoestring and built it up. He brought 9000 RMB and ten employees from
Pingjiang. He rented a factory building in Bao'an District, but his sales center was in Futian, so he got up very early in the morning
and rode his bike almost three hours each direction. He worked alongside his employees so hard that his hand peeled off from too
much exposure to the plaster. When his wife saw it, she cried, "Let's go home." But Mao worked even harder. He employed a
retired professor and they worked together to develop a new model of plasterboard.

Mao is an honest man and his business is developing. His plasterboards are sold in Europe and the United States. Many buildings
such as the High-Tech Fair Exhibition Center and the Citizens' Center of Shenzhen use those plasterboards. The name of his
company is “Yun Zhong Long” which means “the dragon flying in the sky.” Mao also gave money to support the educational
system in his hometown, and administered relief to people who were suffering from the floods of 1998.

"Tribulation is the wealth of life, it took some things away from me, but | asked and it gave me more back," said Mao Weiping,
when he was named as one of Shenzhen's top ten businessmen.
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